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General Notes 

 

Rhythm, Metre, Tempo 

i. Movements with no time signatures and dashed barlines are in “free” time. Note values should be 

considered more relative than strict. 

 

ii. Tempos throughout are suggestions only but should not be differed from too extremely. 

 

iii. Rubato is expected and encouraged in performance, but should not be excessive, in particular in relation 

to tuplets, irregular time signatures, and complex rhythms. 

 

iv. Common tuplets are written with the following abbreviations; 

 

3:2 as 3 

5:4 as 5 

6:4 as 6 

7:4 as 7 

 

Other less common tuplets (2:3, 5:3, 7:6, 4:6 etc.) are written as ratios. 

 

v. Some 7/8 bars use unconventional groupings and beamings, for example: 

 

7/8 = 3+4 or 4+3 or 2+3+2   

 

vi. Movement VIII, Vow, contains bars in irregular decimal time signatures (ie. 4.5/8, 2.5/8). These bars are 

best felt by counting the given ordinary time signature (ie. 5/8) plus an additional half-beat (in the case 

of /8 bars, a single semiquaver).  

 

vii. Commas above the staff indicate a very slight lift or break at the end of a phrase or passage. 

 

viii. Quaver = quaver throughout. 

 

 

 

Accidentals and Noteheads 

i. Throughout the piece, accidentals carry only for the duration of the bar they are within, and only apply 

to the given staff. Cautionary accidentals are given where appropriate. 

 

ii. In certain movements, such as XII, Sarabande, uncommon accidentals such as C  and E  are used for 

ease of reading in modal/scalic passages. 

 

iii. In passages with noteheads of differing sizes, smaller noteheads should be considered of lesser 

importance, and should be played quieter. 

 

iv. Beamed groups of small noteheads should be considered grace-notes.  

 

v. Where these beamed small noteheads are spread across a given metric duration such as a whole bar, 

or note-length (ie. LH in movement III, Fable, bar1, 2, 3), the notes should be fitted evenly into the given 

duration, unless the beam is feathered. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Dynamics, Fingering, Pedalling 

i. Hairpin crescendo/diminuendo signs (without a specific dynamic at the centre) are slight swells within 

the general dynamic. 

 

ii. Fingerings are given sparingly, and are suggestions only. 

 

iii. Where indicated, pedalling should be adhered to, but otherwise should be considered ad libitum 

throughout.  

 

iv. Half-pedalling (half-depressing or half-lifting) is indicated by a ½ sign.  

 

 

Structure in Performance 

i. In general it is recommended that the piece be performed as a whole. However, when only part of the 

piece is performed, movements marked attacca should be played together. 

 

ii. When only some movements of the piece are performed, they should still be ordered numerically. 
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